-Homework as a




‘Homework, groanworlk,
Put it down and moanwork.’

O What is homework?




Focus on homework
Homework Excuses

O Level Pre-intermediate and above
O Time In class 45-50 minutes (optional




Focus on homework
Homework Excuses

Procedure

1. Put the students into pairs and ask them to :




Focus on homework
Homework Excuses

3. For homework, ask the students to think of the
best excuse ever. They should write it down and bring
it to the next class.

4. Collect and correct the work.

5. In the following lesson, hold the '‘Best Excuse Oscar’
award ceremony. Ask the students to say their best
excuses in front of the whole class. If they are
particularly brave, they can act out giving excuse to a
teacher, using their best dramatic skills. Decide on
the best, and then give the student an ‘Oscar’.
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Homework Excuses

O I didn’t do it because I spent all night doing the previous
night’s homework.
O I skipped it to spite you and your authority.
- O I have a life.




Homework Excuses

O We had homework?
O The bus seat was too wet to finish it this morning.
O History repeats itself. I didn’t do my homework last




Focus on lexis

Use it!

O Level Elementary and above (the level is determined

by the lexical items you use for the activity)
O Time In class 10-15 minutes




Use it!

Preparation

Choose a list of idiomatic expressions for the students to focus
on, and write these on slips of paper. There should be one for

each student in class.

Procedure




Use it!

2. Ask students to note down the responses they receive

when they use the expressions.




Match the expressions with
the day

O Level Pre-intermediate and above
O Time In class 15-20 minutes
Homework 50 minutes +
O Aims To review set expressions that are used on




Match the expressions with
the day

Preparation

Find out the national holidays and special festivals that the
students celebrate. Copy a list of English expressions
connected with festivals and holidays that you’d like the
students to use in their homework activity. (The example
shows common Western festivals, but the students may be
asked to focus on British or US days as a way of learning about
other cultures.)

Procedure

1. List the months of the year on the board, asking the
students to help you, and then ask them to think of special
days in the year.

2. Listen to the students’ feedback, and write down their
suggestions under the correct month.
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Match the expressions with
the day

3. For homework, hand out your list of expressions and ask
the students to find out when these phrases would be
said.

4. In the next lesson, go over the students’ answers at the

beginning of the class.

Follow-up

Ask students to think of a special day in their own culture.
Ask them to write about that special day and translate the
expressions they might use on that day. Collect the work
and display it on the classroom walls. Allow time during
lessons for the students to read the work.
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Match the expressions with
the day

Variation

Give higher-level students this questionnaire on set
expressions to complete at home. In the following lesson,
go over the answers with the students and ask them to

-




Oxymorons

O Level Upper-intermediate and above
O Time In class 15 minutes +

Homework 60 minutes +




Oxymorons

Procedure

1. At the end of a lesson, ask the students whether they
know what an oxymoron is. If they don’t, put a few
examples on the board (see the list). And ask the
students to try to work out what the definition of an
oxymoron is. Ask the students for their answers, and
then explain that it is a contradiction in terms.

2. For homework, ask the students to find more examples
of oxymorons. (This is useful for ideas to do with
vocabulary, including oxymorons: www.fun-with-
words.com)

3. In the next lesson, ask the students to exchange their
oxymorons (with meanings) with other students in the
class as a warm-up.
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Focus on Language
Colour the text

O Level Elementary and above
O Time In class 15 minutes

Homework 10-15 minutes




Colour the text

Preparation
Find a suitable text using various tenses (see the example).
Procedure

1. Give out the text at the end of the class. Tell the
students that they are going to colour-code the text. For
example, ask them to colour the present tenses in red,
the past tenses in blue, and the future tenses in green.
Work through an example in class.

2. In the following lesson, collect the texts and check
whether the students have identified the structures
correctly. This is especially useful if you want to check
that students have understood what you have taught.
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Colour the text

Variation

You could ask more advanced students to make the code a
little more complicated: definite articles in yellow, indefinite




Focus on language
Quiz

O Level Intermediate and above




Focus on language
Quiz

Preparation
Photocopy a quiz sheet for each student in class. (See the example)

Procedure

1. At the end of a lesson, hand out a quiz sheet to each student and
ask them to complete it at home.




Focus on language
Quiz

Variation
Fun with English

This is a good exercise for the last lesson with an advanced




Focus on writing
Industrial tribunal (writing a

letter)

O Level Intermediate and above

O Time In class 15-20 minutes
Homework 60 minutes+

O Aims To encourage students to write letters in
English, developing their letter-writing skills
especially as to letter format.

Materials

Photocopy the situations like the ones on the handout to use as
an example.
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Focus on writing
Industrial tribunal

Procedure

1. Start the activity by explaining to the students
what an industrial tribunal is (a court of justice
whose job is to deal with cases related to work).

2. Ask students to read all four situations without
discussing them. Tell students that the four people
believe they have been unfairly dismissed by their
employer.
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Focus on writing
Industrial tribunal

3. Students then imagine that they are members of a
jury whose job is to decide :

a. what the real motivation for the dismissals were




Focus on writing
Industrial tribunal

4. For homework, ask the students to choose one of the
four people and write a letter of complaint to their ex-

boss. Students should try and justify what they did and




Focus on receptive skills
Song lyrics

O Level Upper-intermediate and above
O Time In class 15-20 minutes
Homework 30-50 minutes

O Aims To encourage students to listen to songs in




Song lyrics

Materials
A song on disc and the means to play it.

Preparation




Song lyrics

Examples

O What type of music do you think it is?
O Who is singing?

O What is he or she singing about?

O Is it happy or sad?




Song lyrics

Variation

1. At the end of a lesson, tell the students that you would
like them to choose a song in English and transcribe the
lyrics for homework. They should bring the transcribed







